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Resolution for the Conservation of the Northwest Atlantic Leatherback Turtle
(Dermochelys coriacea)

This document was prepared at the 12" Consultative Committee of Experts meeting per
recommendation of the 15% Scientific Committee, and includes the priority conservation
actions from the Northwest Atlantic Leatherback Turtle (Dermochelys coriacea) Status
Assessment report (2018; pag. 31-33). The Scientific Committee and Consultative
Committee of Experts ask the IAC 9" Conference of the Parties to consider this draft
Resolution for adoption.

Reference document: Northwest Atlantic Leatherback Working Group. 2018. Northwest
Atlantic Leatherback Turtle (Dermochelys coriacea) Status Assessment (Bryan Wallace and
Karen Eckert, Compilers and Editors). Conservation Science Partners and the Wider
Caribbean Sea Turtle Conservation Network (WIDECAST). WIDECAST Technical Report
No. 16. Godfrey, lllinois. 36 pp.

NOTE TO COP9 Delegates: The text and deletions in the Resolution are edits and
comments suggested by The United States (blue) and Peru (green).
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CIT-COP9-2019-R2

Resolution for the Conservation of the Northwest Atlantic Leatherback Turtle
(Dermochelys coriacea)

CONSIDERING that the study Northwest Atlantic Leatherback Turtle (Dermochelys
coriacea) Status Assessment, reported declining annual nest/female counts in the Regional
Management Unit from 1990 to present;

CONSIDERING the recommendatlons from the aforementloned study to address the decllne

RECOGNIZING that the foraging grounds and nesting beaches for Northwest Atlantic
leatherbacks overlap with part of the Inter-American Convention for the Protection and

Conservatlon of Sea Turtles (IAC) area of appllcatlon th&t—fetaguweund&used—by—these

NOTING that conservation actions are already being implemented by IAC Parties;

CONSIDERING that important habitats for the Northwest Atlantic Leatherback are located

in countrles that are currently not t-AG Partles SHGh—&S—thG—FHﬁj—GFHESHHg—gFGHHdS—PH—FF@HGh
rada; but that are eligible to

be Partles such as French Guyana Guyana Sunnam Tr|n|dad and Canada;

RECOGNIZING that to recover the Northwest Atlantic leatherback population, collaboration
on critical conservation actions is necessary by all of the countries in its range;

RECOGNIZING some of the recommendations are already being implemented by IAC
Parties; and that it is important to convey these recommendations to non-member states that
play key roles in the ecology of NWA Leatherbacks (Canada, Trinidad & Tobago, France
[French Guyana], Guyana and Surinam);

RECOGNIZING that to implement effective conservation of the Northwest Atlantic
Leatherback population international collaboration between all the countries of its range of
distribution is essential;

THE NINTH CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES OF THE INTER-AMERICAN
CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION AND CONSERVATION OF SEA
TURTLES RESOLVES THAT:



(1. The Parties and the Secretariat Pro Tempore will reach out to Canada, Guyana, French

Guyana (and France on its behalf), Trinidad & Tobago, and Suriname to inform them of the
critical situation of the population.

2. The Parties and the Secretariat Pro Tempore will encourage them to accede the treaty, as
well as partner with the IAC on priority conservation activities, in particular related to
reducing fisheries bycatch, protecting key nesting beaches, and improving in-water and
nesting beach monitoring programs.

3. The IAC Parties, as resources allow, should endeavor to strengthen their fishery observer
programs to improve monitoring Northwest Atlantic leatherback interactions and use the
minimum standards for scientific observer coverage that have been established by relevant
Regional Fishery Management Organizations.

4. The IAC Parties commit to implement measures for require the safe handling and release
of Northwest Atlantic leatherbacks in their fisheries.

5. To the extent possible, the IAC Parties will endeavor to increase enforcement of laws and
regulations related to Northwest Atlantic leatherback conservation, particularly related to
fisheries bycatch and marine protected areas.

6. The IAC Secretariat Pro Tempore, in consultation with the Parties, shall endeavor to
establish a Memorandum of Understanding with the International Commission for the
Conservation of Atlantic Tunas to improve cooperation between the two agreements.

7. The IAC Scientific Committee will develop a data sheet for the IAC Parties that have fleets
that interact with the Northwest Atlantic leatherbacks to report their interactions. To the
extent possible, this data sheet should be harmonized with existing data reporting
requirements in ICCAT. This data sheet shall be incorporated into the IAC Annual Report in
time for the 2020 report.

8. The IAC Scientific Committee will evaluate whether new protected areas in the
Convention area could improve Northwest Atlantic leatherback conservation.

Comentado [VC1]: Text in blue 1-8 suggested by the
United States to re-write original text 1-9 below




{Comentado [VC2]: Peru suggest text in green




IANNEX[SUGGESTION TO DELETE

Comentado [VC3]: The United States suggests deleting the
annex | as it is not a prioritized list with clear indication of
who will do these actions. It is not clear that the Secretariat
Pro Tempore has the capability to work with the Parties on all
these actions. The United States is supportive of these
activities, but feels the work of the IAC should be focused on
key priorities as encouraging non-Parties to accede to the
Convention and cooperate with the IAC during prior to
accession, as well as building relationship with key
organizations, such as ICCAT.







